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Introduction, Hypothesis and Goals 

Melon cultivation in the world which is very common, due to the relevance of the ecological conditions in 

Turkey are among the most produced vegetables. Among the melon types,"Hırsız Almaz Kavun (Thief 

Will Not Steal Melon)" is known as the youngest but sweetest type. This melon, which grows very late but 

has a unique aroma, has been grown in Kırıklar village of İzmir's Buca district for nearly 50 years (TUIK, 

2019; Eltez et al, 2020. In this study, we examined this type of melon known as ‘Kırıklar melon’ in the 

region. We investigated the importance and change of Kırıklar melon for the region from past to present. 

 
Figure 1. Kırıklar melon 

Razaki Grape (V. vinifera L.), which grows as a local geographical sign in Buca, Izmir's Grape Smelling 

District, and symbol of Buca Municipality is a delicious and high quality white grape variety. Buca Razakı 

grape is winged- conical, dense, seeded, grain color green-yellow, long elliptical, large and sweet variety. 

It has more than 20 types and synonyms. It grows with high efficiency in cool and humid weather and 

alluvial soils on mountain slopes in wetlands. It is harvested in August-September (Çınar & Akın, 2015; 

Sabır et al., 2011). In the project, it was aimed to introduce and protect this grape type unique to the Buca 

district, which has been produced for years, to ensure the continuity of the species and support its 

production. 

 

 
Figure 2. Razakı Grape 

Research Methodology 

In our research, we used methods such as interview, sound recording, taking note and field work. First, 

we made a field trip to Kırıklar Village where Kırıklar melon is grown. We received information about 

Kırıklar melon cultivation from the neighborhood headman in the village. We applied a questionnaire to 

the village people. We met with melon growers, interviewed them and conducted surveys. We went to the 

fields where melons were grown and collected soil samples and had these soils analyzed in the 

Department of Soil Science of the Faculty of Agriculture. 

 

 
Figure 3.  Kırıklar field trip and soil analysis study 

 

 



Within the scope of the project, field research and soil analysis were carried out in order to promote the 

local geographical sign Buca Razakı grape and support its production. In the field research study carried 

out in Buca Kaynaklar Village where the product is grown, agricultural examination was carried out in the 

vineyards, soil, plant and fruit samples were collected. Soil samples were examined physically, chemically 

and biologically in the Department of Soil Science and Plant Nutrition, Faculty of Agriculture. At the same 

time, information was obtained from the interviews with the people living in Kaynaklar Village and Buca 

and the Razaki Grape growers and a questionnaire was applied. 

 
 

 
Figure 4.  Kaynaklar Village Field Research Study and Soil Analysis Laboratory Study 

Results and Analysis 

As a result of the interview with melon growers, we learned that Kırıklar melon has been grown in the 

region for about 50 years. The geographic location, soil type and climate of the region affect the growth of 

melon here. The fact that the region is above sea level enables the melon to be spread in the plateau. It 

can stand for a long time due to low humidity in the region. The growers also stated that the soil is very 

effective and the soil here is barren Melon cultivation has also been adversely affected by the decrease in 

the agricultural land in the region. Production costs have increased and sufficient income has not begun 

to be obtained. They also stated that this species specific to the region was not well known and promoted. 

They think that the promotion and marketing can be increased by organizing festivals in the region. 

When we asked why the melon that grows in the region is called thief will not steal, they stated that the 

melon does not appear in the field due to the green color of the skin, and that the thief did not take it out 

of the field because it was thought to be immature. 

The results of the survey applied to the people of the region from different age groups and professions 

are shown below. The results of the survey revealed that the decrease in Kırıklar melon cultivation has 

negatively affected the economy of the local people. Local people think that necessary precautions are 

not taken to protect Kırıklar melon. In addition, they think that the Kırıklar melon is not well known by the 

local people and that cultivation of such a species provides an advantage for the region. 

 

 
                         Figure 5. Questionnaire results of Kırıklar Melon 

 

 

 



In the interviews on the field research study, it was learned that the main subsistence agricultural product 

of the village of Buca, Kaynaklar, the Razakı grape is a fruit that has been produced since 85-100 years, 

it is well cared for and that 5 tons of high yield products can be grown per year. It was stated that besides 

the grape being consumed as fruit, it was used by drying or making molasses and wine. It was learned 

that the grape was protected from plant diseases with sulfur, and its growth was supported with fertilizers. 

The answers given to a few questions selected from the survey study were evaluated statistically. 

  

Figure 6. Questionnaire results of Razakı Grape 

When the questionnaire results were examined, it was determined that only 61% of the population was 

aware of Razaki grapes. It is interpreted that the contribution of Razakı grape cultivation to the region is 

important, but the importance for its protection is insufficient, but it is clearly seen that the decrease in 

Razaki grape vineyards of this species has a negative effect on the economy of the local people. As a 

result of the physical, chemical and biological analysis of the soil samples taken from the grape 

vineyards, it was determined that the geographical structure, climate and soil characteristics of Buca 

Kaynaklar Village provided a suitable environment for the cultivation of Razakı grapes. 

 

Conclusion 

In this study, Kırıklar melon specific to Kırıklar village of Buca district of İzmir was investigated. As a 

result of the interviews and surveys made with the people of the region and the soil analysis, it was seen 

that the geographical structure, climatic conditions and soil characteristics of the region were effective in 

the growth of Kırıklar melon in the region. Kırıklar melon is an important source of income for the people 

of the region. The decrease in agricultural land causes an increase in the cost of melon cultivation. By 

providing government support, various festivals and promotions can contribute to the cultivation of this 

melon and increase its recognition. With the vineyard field study, questionnaire and interview studies and 

soil analysis carried out within the scope of the project, awareness was created to introduce the symbol 

of Buca and its local geographical sign Razakı Grape and to ensure the continuity of the species. 

Attempts were made to encourage and support razakı grape cultivation. As a result, suggestions were 

made to establish farmer support investments in this field, to increase wetlands and to promote the 

product at national and international agricultural fairs. In this sense, the developed project will contribute 

to the rural productivity and economy of the region. 
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